
VOTING WHEN YOU’RE 
OUT OF STATE 

What to know if you live, study, or travel away from home



WHY THIS CAN BE CONFUSING 

Voting rules depend on your state
● Many people live in one state and vote in another

● States run their own elections

● Rules can vary based on residency and registration



WHERE YOU'RE REGISTERED MATTERS 

You vote where you’re registered

● Voters are registered in one state at a time

● Registration determines where you’re eligible to vote

● Being physically elsewhere doesn’t automatically change 
registration



COMMON OUT-OF-STATE SITUATIONS  

Common scenarios: 

● Attending school in another state

● Temporarily working or traveling

● Military or overseas voters

● Living in two places during the year



OPTIONS FOR VOTING  

Options may include: 

● Voting absentee or by mail (if available)

● Voting early or in person (if you’re in your registered state)

● Checking state-specific rules before election deadlines



WHEN YOU MIGHT NEED TO UPDATE 
REGISTRATION 

Update your registration: 

● If you establish residency in a new state

● If your address has permanently changed

● If state law requires re-registration



HOW TO CHECK YOUR REGISTRATION 

Check your registration status: 

● Confirm where you’re registered

● Review voting options available to you

● Use trusted, nonpartisan tools like those from Vote Online

http://vote.online


KEY TAKEAWAYS 

 Voting rules vary by state 

                              You vote where you’re registered 
      
                              Check your status before election day



THANK YOU!


